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BILL SMITH MOTORS
MOTOR ENGINEER - M.I.A.M.E.
3 Amber Rd (off Machinery Drive)
SOUTH TWEED HEADS
MECHANICAL REPAIRS &
SERVICING TO ALL MAKES OF
CARS - Specialising in
• ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION (EFi)
• ELECTRONIC TUNE UPS
• HYUNDAI SPECIALIST

• Authorised Inspection StationEstablished 1973

Ph. 5524 4311, A/hrs 5524 1494
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Ph 02 6672 3913
6/97 Main Street Murwillumbah
psor ias is .com.au

Before

AfterWe address the triggers,
not just treat the symptoms

NO steroids - effective,
natural-based treatment
• Eczema • Rosacea • Dermatitis

NOW IN NORTHERN RIVERS

Psoriasis&SkinClinic
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A large number of students commencing study
in 2009 will soon be seeking suitable residential
accommodation in private homes, units, flats and
rental houses.
If you have room to spare or a dwelling to rent out,
please contact:
Peter Emerey (07) 5506 9200 or 0432 333 686
University Accommodation Services
or submit your listing at:
www.scu.edu.au/services/accommodation

Do you have
room for our
students?
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Don’t miss
Monday’s
paper for
another
Tales from
the Tweed
when we
take a look
at what
caused
Speed on
Tweed to
fold.

NEWS

KEVIN McCready may not have
gained a seat on the Tweed Shire
Council, but he has certainly not
lost the faith.
Now remembered by some as the
man-who-was-nearly-a-councillor,
Mr McCready burst into the lime-
light in December 2001 when he
used his official role as an interpre-
ter to protest against allegedhuman
rights violations in China.
The incident, which has now be-
come folklore among locals, in-
volved Mr McCready holding a pla-
card in Chinese writing to Bo Xilai,
the governor of Liaoning province,
demanding the release of journalist
Jiang Weiping. .
Born and raised in Sydney’s west-

ern suburbs, Mr McCready credits
his passion for social justice to wit-
nessing first hand, the racial abuse
experienced byhis childhood school
friend of Indian background.
“The suffering that he went

through in the school playground
had to be seen to be believed,” Mr
McCready said.
“It was an eye opener.”
It is this passion for social justice

which led the 49-year-old to join the
Greens Party eight years ago, a
youthful exposure to branch stack-
ing in theLaborpartynotwithstand-
ing.
“Politics attracts power-hungry
people who are selfish and want to
do it for their own ends,” Mr
McCready said.
“But the Greens, to me it seems,
are attracting people who generally
believe in what they are doing.”
This year MrMcCready narrowly
missed out on a spot on the Tweed
Shire Council, losing out to former

councillor and president of theMur-
willumbah Chamber of Commerce,
Phil Youngblutt.
After his defeat, Mr McCready

was faced with the costly option of
asking for a recount or a new elec-
tion. Having chosen neither, the
Condong resident has returned to
his quite life as a Chinese-language
translator.
But he is at pains to point out the

election defeat has not left himwith
any feelings of regret, insisting he is
happy for the opportunity to be a
candidate.
“I was disappointed for the com-

munity,” he said “The community
voice really wanted less develop-
ment. They don’t want the place to
turn into another Gold Coast.”
Ever the activist, the defeat has

led him to challenge some of the
practices surrounding council elec-
tion. Practices, which, he contends
led to the community losing out on
their desire to have a Green-led lo-
cal government.
Mr McCready is currently in ne-

gotiation with the NSW Election
Commissioner to ensure that in fu-
ture all polling both workers will be
verbally briefed instead of just be-
ing given an information booklet.

And that the only instructions to
be given to voters on how to cast a
vote are “Please read the instruc-
tions on the ballot paper. I can read
them out for you if you wish”.
Thiswill prevent incorrect advice

being given which, he said, hap-
penedon theTweed, theBlueMoun-
tains and other areas.
Mr McCready is also pushing for

the commissioner to publish in ad-
vance the percentage or number of
votes between close candidates that
will trigger an automatic recount.
But whether he would be around

next council election to enjoy the be-
nefits of the changes depends upon
the Greens party mechanisms.
Meanwhile, the “sceptic” and “de-

terminist”, who believes the con-

cept of change is only a comforting
thought, still wants to continue try
and shape the world.
“You have got to do something to
try andmake things better,” he said.
“I think you have to say to your-
self that you may have some small
influence, somehow, somewhere
and be able to improve things for
everybody.”

Council election defeat has not dented candidate’s passion

McCready
fighting
for change

❐ GREENS Kevin McCready is still refusing to give up on change. Photo: CRAIG SADLER D123203c
INSETS: Tweed Daily News front pages after the Tweed Shire elections.

BY NEELIMA CHOAHAN

Every day over
the Christmas
period, we’re
revisiting the
stories that
made headlines
in 2008.


